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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. Drucker on June 6, 2008. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
In the Title: 

The title has been amended to read as follows: 
-Remote Purchasing System, Method and Program- 

In the Claims : 

124. (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method of enabling a 
purchase of a product • sr ser\ ice the method comprising: 

(a) receiving identification of at least one product " ^ o available for 
purchase at any venue in a set of one or more venues; 

(b) presenting to a purchaser, via a communications device, a list of the at least 
one product 
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(c) receiving, via the communications device, an instruction from the purchaser to 
purchase at least one selected product from the list for a specified recipient 
different from the purchaser, wherein the at least one selected product or sc 

(i) is capable of being provided to the recipient in person at any venue in 
the set of one or more venues without the purchaser or the recipient providing 
any input other than the instruction from the purchaser, ,.or service.and 

(ii) is available for purchase in person at any venue in the set of one or 
more venues prior to the performance of steps (b) and (d or service :,. 

(d) providing to the recipient a notification corresponding to the instruction]} ; 

(e) receiving an instruction from the recipient to purchase at least one selected 
product ' ; > ^ for the purchaser, the at least one selected product - to be 
provided to the purchaser in person at any venue in a second set of one or more 
venues: and 

(f) providing to the purchaser a notification corresponding to the instruction, 
wherein at least a portion of the instruction from the recipient is pre-supplied without 
input from the recipient. 



125. (Currently Amended) The invention of claim 124, wherein the notification 
further comprises an identifier that the recipient presents or redeems in person at any 
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venue in the set of one or more venues to receive the at least one selected product or 

smm- 

127. (Currently Amended) The invention of claim 125, wherein the identifier is 
adapted to be printed on a medium that the recipient presents or redeems at any venue 
in the set of one or more venues to receive the at least one selected product 

128. (Currently Amended) The invention of claim 124, further comprising storing 
a physical device identifier corresponding to a physical device that the recipient 
presents at any venue in the set of one or more venues to receive the at least one 
selected product or seMce. 

129. (Currently Amended) The invention of claim 124, further comprising: 

(e) providing, to at least one venue in the set of one or more venues, data 
enabling authentication of the recipient to receive the at least one selected product or 

service. 

130. (Currently Amended) The invention of claim 129, wherein step (e) is 
performed at substantially the same time as presentation by the recipient at the at least 
one venue of (i) an identifier, (ii) a physical medium having an identifier printed thereon, 
or (iii) a physical device enabling authentication of the recipient to receive the at least 
one selected product 

131 . (Currently Amended) The invention of claim 129, wherein step (e) further 
comprises providing the data enabling the authentication of the recipient to all of the 
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venues of the set of one or more venues in advance of presentation by the recipient of 
(i) an identifier, (ii) a physical medium having an identifier printed thereon, or (iii) a 
physical device enabling authentication of the recipient to receive the at least one 
selected product ^ s o 

132. (Currently Amended) The invention of claim 129, wherein the data provided 
in step (e) comprises identification of the at least one selected product or service. 

133. (Currently Amended) The invention of claim 124, further comprising: 

(e) storing instruction data associated with the instruction indicating that the 
recipient is entitled to the at least one selected product - -> - >■ ^ 

(f) receiving redemption data from a venue indicating that the at least one 
selected product or service has been provided to the recipient; and 

(g) updating the instruction data to indicate that the at least one selected product 
■ > - so- has been provided. 

141 . (Currently Amended) The invention of claim 140, wherein the pre-supplied 
portion comprises at least one of (i) a purchaser name, (ii) a purchaser email address, 
(iii) a purchaser text messaging address, (iv) one or more venues, (v) one or more 
selected products „\ and (vi) payment information. 

142. (Currently Amended) The invention of claim 124, further comprising 
electronically processing a payment from the purchaser for the at least one selected 
product or service . 
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144. (Currently Amended) The invention of claim 124, wherein the instruction 
specifies a plurality of selected products c se es each at a different set of one or 
more venues associated with the same recipient. 

145. (Currently Amended) The invention of claim 124, wherein the instruction 
specifies a specific product o ^ for each of a plurality of different recipients 
associated with the set of one or more venues. 

160. (Currently Amended) The invention of claim 124, further comprising 
providing identification of the at least one selected product ^ ^ v v to the recipient. 

163. (Currently Amended) The invention of claim 124, wherein the at least one 
product - is a beverage. 

164. (Currently Amended) The invention of claim 124, wherein the list of the at 
least one product rserx ( is provided by the recipient, and further comprising 
receiving the list of the at least one product s from the recipient in advance of 
receipt of the instruction from the purchaser. 

165. (Currently Amended) The invention of claim 164, further comprising storing 
the list of the at least one product c se \ o in a profile associated with the recipient. 

169. (Currently Amended) The invention of claim 124, further comprising, prior to 
receipt of the instruction from the purchaser, receiving from a recipient and providing to 
a plurality of purchasers a message indicating at least one desired product o , o 
and/or at least one venue specified by the recipient. 

170. (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented system for enabling a 
purchase of a product or jv.s;vics, the system adapted to: 



Application/Control Number: 10/701,506 Page 7 

Art Unit: 3625 

(a) receive identification of at least one product available for purchase 
at any venue in a set of one or more venues; 

(b) present to a purchaser, via a communications device, a list of the at least one 
product : : .: 

(c) receive, via the communications device, an instruction from the purchaser to 
purchase at least one selected product ^ot\ i< o from the list for a specified recipient 
different from the purchaser, wherein the at least one selected product g^:; ; 

(i) is capable of being provided to the recipient in person at any venue in 
the set of one or more venues without the purchaser or the recipient providing 
any input other than the instruction from the purchaser, or service, and 

(ii) is available for purchase in person at any venue in the set of one or 
more venues prior to the performance of steps (b) and (c\ or service : and 

(d) provide to the recipient a notification corresponding to the instruction!.] A 

(e) receive an instruction from the recipient to purchase at least one selected 
product or service for the purchaser, the at least one selected product or service to be 
provided to the purchaser in person at any venue in a second set of one or more 
venues: and 

(f) provide to the purchaser a notification corresponding to the instruction, 
wherein at least a portion of the instruction from the recipient is pre-supplied without 
input from the recipient. 
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171 . (Currently Amended) The invention of claim 170, wherein the notification 
further comprises an identifier that the recipient presents or redeems in person at any 
venue in the set of one or more venues to receive the at least one selected product or 

173. (Currently Amended) The invention of claim 171, wherein the identifier is 
adapted to be printed on a medium that the recipient presents or redeems at any venue 
in the set of one or more venues to receive the at least one selected product or service. 

174. (Currently Amended) The invention of claim 170, wherein the system is 
further adapted to store a physical device identifier corresponding to a physical device 
that the recipient presents at any venue in the set of one or more venues to receive the 
at least one selected product orservice . 

175. (Currently Amended) The invention of claim 170, wherein the system is 
further adapted to: 

(e) provide, to at least one venue in the set of one or more venues, data enabling 
authentication of the recipient to receive the at least one selected product or service . 

176. (Currently Amended) The invention of claim 175, wherein step (e) is 
performed at substantially the same time as presentation by the recipient at the at least 
one venue of (i) an identifier, (ii) a physical medium having an identifier printed thereon, 
or (iii) a physical device enabling authentication of the recipient to receive the at least 
one selected product or service. 

177. (Currently Amended) The invention of claim 175, wherein step (e) further 
comprises providing the data enabling the authentication of the recipient to all of the 
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venues of the set of one or more venues in advance of presentation by the recipient of 
(i) an identifier, (ii) a physical medium having an identifier printed thereon, or (iii) a 
physical device enabling authentication of the recipient to receive the at least one 
selected product ^ s o 

178. (Currently Amended) The invention of claim 175, wherein the data provided 
in step (e) comprises identification of the at least one selected product or ; r • 1 

179. (Currently Amended) The invention of claim 170, wherein the system is 
further adapted to: 

(e) store instruction data associated with the instruction indicating that the 
recipient is entitled to the at least one selected product > ^ * .\ 

(f) receive redemption data from a venue indicating that the at least one selected 
product > - has been provided to the recipient; and 

(g) update the instruction data to indicate that the at least one selected product or 
has been provided. 

187. (Currently Amended) The invention of claim 186, wherein the pre-supplied 
portion comprises at least one of (i) a purchaser name, (ii) a purchaser email address, 
(iii) a purchaser text messaging address, (iv) one or more venues, (v) one or more 
selected produces] o $ o _and (vi) payment information. 

188. (Currently Amended) The invention of claim 170, wherein the system is 
further adapted to electronically process a payment from the purchaser for the at least 
one selected product 
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190. (Currently Amended) The invention of claim 170, wherein the instruction 
specifies a plurality of selected products c se es each at a different set of one or 
more venues associated with the same recipient. 

191 . (Currently Amended) The invention of claim 170, wherein the instruction 
specifies a specific product o ^ for each of a plurality of different recipients 
associated with the set of one or more venues. 

206. (Currently Amended) The invention of claim 170, wherein the system is 
further adapted to provide identification of the at least one product ^ < o to the 
recipient. 

209. (Currently Amended) The invention of claim 170, wherein the at least one 
product - is a beverage. 

210. (Currently Amended) The invention of claim 170, wherein the list of the at 
least one product ( se \ e is provided by the recipient, and wherein the system is 
further adapted to receive the list of the at least one product 58 „ e from the 
recipient in advance of receipt of the selection from the purchaser. 

21 1 . (Currently Amended) The invention of claim 210, wherein the system is 
further adapted to store the list of the at least one product o o . o in a profile 
associated with the recipient. 

215. (Currently Amended) The invention of claim 170, wherein the system is 
further adapted to, prior to receipt of the instruction from the purchaser, receive from a 
recipient and provide to a plurality of purchasers a message indicating at least one 
desired product and/or at least one venue specified by the recipient. 
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216. (Currently Amended) A machine-readable medium, having encoded thereon 
program code, wherein, when the program code is executed by a machine, the machine 
implements a computer-implemented method of enabling a purchase of a product or 
- < o , the method comprising: 

(a) receiving identification of at least one product available for 
purchase at any venue in a set of one or more venues; 

(b) presenting to a purchaser, via a communications device, a list of the at least 
one product or service; 

(c) receiving, via the communications device, an instruction from the purchaser to 
purchase at least one selected product o oosv o from the list for a specified recipient 
different from the purchaser, wherein the at least one selected product 

(i) is capable of being provided to the recipient in person at any venue in 
the set of one or more venues without the purchaser or the recipient providing 
any input other than the instruction from the purchaser, „ or service, and 

(ii) is available for purchase in person at any venue in the set of one or 
more venues prior to the performance of steps (b) and (cHl or service ; , 

(d) providing to the recipient a notification corresponding to the instruction^ j. 

(e) receiving an instruction from the recipient to purchase at least one selected 
product v se \ o for the purchaser, the at least one selected product o * to be 
provided to the purchaser in person at any venue in a second set of one or more 
venues; and 
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(f) providing to the purchaser a notification corresponding to the instruction, 
wherein at least a portion of the instruction from the recipient is pre-supplied without 
input from the recipient. 

220. (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method of enabling 
purchase of a product or service , the method comprising: 

(a) receiving an instruction from a purchaser to purchase at least one specified 
product or service for a specified recipient different from the purchaser, the at least one 
specified product or service to be provided to the recipient in person at any venue in a 

{Deleted: ] 

set of one or more venues; t 

(b) transmitting to the recipient a notification corresponding to the instruction, 
wherein the notification identifies the set of one or more venues; 

wherein the instruction specifies a plurality of specified products or services , 

i Deleted: 1 

each at a different set of one or more venues associated with the same recipient!] , 

. ^regn_at_any ; venue in a secon 

vgnuesiand 

whergft S;i£J!ie ecipjgnt is p s m o , 
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221 . (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method of enabling 
purchase of a product or service , the method comprising: 

(a) receiving an instruction from a purchaser to purchase at least one specified 
product or service for a specified recipient different from the purchaser, the at least one 
specified product or service to be provided to the recipient in person at any venue in a 
set of one or more venues; t 

(b) transmitting to the recipient a notification corresponding to the instruction, 
wherein the notification identifies the set of one or more venues; 

wherein the instruction specifies a specific product or service for each of a 
plurality of different recipients associated with the set of one or more venues]] ; 

^ N 0 ' : ' t o be provided to the purchaser in person at any venue in a 

second i s e .venues; and 

the ^ gLQQg..^JMpj"Mity..gf 

227. (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method of enabling 
purchase of a product or service , the method comprising: 



Application/Control Number: 10/701,506 Page 14 

Art Unit: 3625 

(a) receiving an instruction from a purchaser to purchase at least one specified 
product or service for a specified recipient different from the purchaser, the at least one 
specified product or service to be provided to the recipient in person at any venue in a 
set of one or more venues; 

(b) transmitting to the recipient a notification corresponding to the instruction, 
wherein the notification identifies the set of one or more venues; 

(c) transmitting data to enable displaying to the purchaser, on a communications 
device, a list of one or more possible venues; 

(d) receiving from the purchaser a selection of the set of one or more venues 

[Deleted: and 

from the list of one or more possible venues; , 



(e) receiving the list of one or more possible venues from the recipient]! A 




f jan -Mi uction from the rec ipient to purchase a t least or ^ <:■:!■:■ 

for the purchaser, t he at ieast one selected produ ct or service to be 
I person at any venue in a second set of one or more 

•••V-:':: .--i-O 

(g) t ;iv ■ id } - sera notification corresponding to the instruction, 

where!:; • from the rec q e itjs q si oo ec w t 



231 . (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method of enabling 
purchase of a product or service , the method comprising: 
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(a) receiving an instruction from a purchaser to purchase at least one specified 
product or service for a specified recipient different from the purchaser, the at least one 
specified product or service to be provided to the recipient in person at any venue in a 
set of one or more venues; 

(b) transmitting to the recipient a notification corresponding to the instruction, 
wherein the notification identifies the set of one or more venues; 

(c) prior to steps (d) and (e), receiving a list of one or more available products or 
services from the recipient; 

(d) displaying to the purchaser, on a communications device, the list of one or 
more available products or services ;,, 

(e) receiving from the purchaser a selection of the at least one product or service 
from the list of one or more available products or services]] ; 

[D the recipient to purchase at least one selected 

t '>i£baser. the at least one selected product or service to be 

venues: and 

3 " plication corresponding to the instruction, 

«\iio - o- - . ; - . the. 
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234. (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method of enabling 
purchase of a product or service , the method comprising: 

(a) prior to steps (b) and (c), receiving from a recipient and transmitting to a 
plurality of purchasers a message indicating at least one desired good or service and/or 
at least one venue specified by the recipient; 

(b) receiving an instruction from a purchaser to purchase at least one specified 
product or service for the recipient, the at least one specified product or service to be 
provided to the recipient in person at any venue in a set of one or more venues; 

(c) transmitting to the recipient a notification corresponding to the instruction, 
wherein the notification identifies the set of one or more venuesQ A 

product or service fgfjhe^ 
vgnuesi.and 

(e so a tffica a cc es£ j Qj$>Jh§ J>tr».cfen.i 



Claims 140 and 186 are canceled. 
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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Regarding claim 124 

The prior art of record neither anticipates nor renders obvious the following 
feature: (in response to receiving a gift from a purchaser/gift giver by a recipient) 
receiving an instruction from the recipient to purchase at least one selected product or 
service for the purchaser, the at least one selected product or service to be provided to 
the purchaser in person at any venue in a second set of one or more venues; and 
providing to the purchaser a notification corresponding to the instruction, 
wherein at least a portion of the instruction from the recipient is pre-supplied without 
input from the recipient. 

Regarding claims 170. 216. 218. 220. 221. 227. 231 and 234 

Claims 170, 216, 218, 220, 221, 227, 231 and 234 are each parallel in subject 

matter to the feature noted above with respect to claim 13 and are allowable for reasons 

similar to those provided for claim 124. 

The most remarkable prior art of record is to Whitfield (US 2007/0157021). 

Whitfield discloses a method and system for issuance, acquisition, and 
redemption of certificates in a transaction network, including receiving, via the 
communications device, an instruction from the purchaser to purchase at least one 
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selected product or service from the list for a specified recipient different from the 
purchaser, wherein said product or service is capable of being provided to the recipient 
in person at any venue in the set of one or more venues without the purchaser or the 
recipient providing any input other than the instruction from the purchaser. 

It is clear from the description of Whitfield that the prior art does not consider the 
possibility of: receiving an instruction from the recipient to purchase at least one 
selected product or service for the purchaser, the at least one selected product or 
service to be provided to the purchaser in person at any venue in a second set of one or 
more venues; and providing to the purchaser a notification corresponding to the 
instruction, wherein at least a portion of the instruction from the recipient is pre-supplied 
without input from the recipient, as recited in the independent claims 124, 170, 216, 
218, 220,221,227,231 and 234. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

US 6,633,849 to Dodd et al. teaches a system and method for electronically 
forwarding an online gift. 
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"Gifs, Certificates, Incentives; Incentive" discloses a system that allows 
customers purchase gift certificates, and allows recipients to choose how to redeem 
their gift certificate or card: at a retail store, via a catalog or through a Web site. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mila Airapetian whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3202. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:30 am - 6:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey A. Smith can be reached on (571) 272-6763. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/Jeffrey A. Smith/ 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3625 
/M. A./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3625 



